HAEMOCHROMATOSIS

BY J. H. SHELDON, M.D., RR.C.P.

PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, WOLVERHAMPTON, AND TO THE
GUEST HOSPITAL, DUDLEY

PAGE

1.  DEFINITION     ------       106

2.  AETIOLOGY      -          -          -          -          -                   107

3.  MORBID ANATOMY AND CHEMICAL PATHOLOGY      108

(1)  MORBID ANATOMY ------      108

(a)  Pigment Deposits       -          -          -                   108

(b)  Fibrotic Changes                                                     109

(c)  Degenerative Changes            -          -                   110

(2)  BIOCHEMICAL CHANGES       -          -          -                    110

4.  CLINICAL PICTURE                                                            111

5.  COURSE AND PROGNOSIS                                                 113

6.  DIAGNOSIS       -         -          -         -          -                  113

7.  TREATMENT    -          -          -          -          -          -114

Reference may also be made to the following titles:

DIABETES MELLITUS                 LIVER DISEASES

1-DEFINITION
Synonyms 587.] In the past this disease has been described under various names,
but the only alternatives to the title haemochromatosis which now
survive are (a) pigment cirrhosis (Troisier, 1871), and (&) bronze
diabetes (Hanot and Schachmann, 1886).
Its essential features consist in cirrhosis of the liver and, to a much less
extent, of other organs, and in deposition of pigments in nearly all the
tissues of the body. There is a profound disturbance of the metabolism
of iron, resulting in the production of the pigment haemosiderin, and
a parallel disturbance of metabolism, probably of protein, which results
in the production of the melanin pigment haemofuscin. These changes
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